








 
- tidying and cut back of rampant brambles which detract considerably from the 

appearance of the area and threaten its biodiversity; 
- a new 'Welcome to Knowle' sign (similar to those recently deployed at entrances to 

Barston). 
 
The objectives of this work to improve the streetscene at this location will be: 
 

- to give an improved impression to visitors arriving in Knowle, commensurate with 
Visit Knowle’s goals to attract more visitors and return visits for the benefit of the 
sustainability of the village centre; 

- to generate increased community pride amongst local residents; 
- to facilitate greater use of a footpath which is well used during the summer months 

but generally impassable during winter because of poor drainage and a muddy 
surface; 

- By use of the footpath, bring pedestrians to a safer point to cross Wychwood Avenue 
than the roadside footway tends to; 

- To tidy the existing green space, enhance its biodiversity and provide natural 
habitats for wildlife; 

- to encourage greater appreciation of a small open space with great potential by 
making it more attractive and to develop a volunteering element to its maintenance, 
including more regular attention to the wider area of this important green space at 
Knowle’s gateway. 

 
This project is intended to be an initial phase of a long term multi-phase initiative which 
would, in time, turn its attention to the roundabout itself and to its south-western flank for 
further landscaping initiatives. 
 
The milestones set out in the project Timescales section of the application below assume a 
decision and award of funds in April 2023 and would be adjusted accordingly for a different 
decision date, notwithstanding that it should be noted that some of the work is dependent 
on seasonal factors, especially that constrained to the Council’s planting season. 
 

 
The application is supported by following Appendices. 
 
    1 Project Management Structure  
    2 Letter of Support – Cllr Holl-Allen 
    3 Letter of Support – Cllr Rebeiro 
    4 Letter of Support – Knowle Society 
    5 Letter of Support – Knowle and Dorridge Lions 
    6 Letter of Support – SMBC Highways 
    7 SMBC Estimate – Ground Preparation 
    8 SMBC Estimate – Tree Purchase/Planting/Nurturing   
    9 SMBC Estimate – Plant Hire   
    10 Quotation 1 – Welcome to Knowle Sign 
    11 Quotation 2 – Welcome to Knowle Sign  
    12 Site Layout 
 
 



 
Project Outcomes and Benefits: 

Please explain how your project out comes will benefit communities and how this will be shown after the 
project is completed. 

Project output Project benefits Evidence  
Outputs should be tangible 
deliverables from your 
project 
. E.G. New Playground 
Equipment 

How will you know the 
project has been a success? 
E.G. Increased use of the 
park 

How can you provide 
evidence to show this has 
been a success? 
E.G. Survey of numbers of 
people using the park 

Improved impression to 
visitors 

Increased footfall in village, 
improved sustainability of 
Knowle businesses  

Results from regular surveys 
of car park usage and 
retailers by Visit Knowle 
(albeit there will be multiple 
contributory factors to these 
results). 

Generate increased 
community pride 

Public reaction to the project Local people generally react 
to local changes with 
positive and negative 
comments through 
community social media 
channels. Use of a surveys 
would be proposed for 
planning the next phase and 
would be used to test 
reaction to this phase 

Greater use of the footpath The footpath would be in 
use year round, which is not 
presently the case. 

Regular inspection to 
confirm that it is passible.  

Enhance biodiversity and 
provide wildlife habitat 

Observations of variety of 
flora and fauna 

Records, inc photographic, of 
observations. 

A volunteering element to its 
maintenance 

We will have an agreement 
via Love Solihull for 
volunteers to help and a 
small volunteer force to do 
so. 

Volunteering agreement 
with Love Solihull and a 
count of the volunteer rota. 

 

Mitigating the impact of Development: 
Please explain how your project will support development in the Neighbourhood, this could 
address a Social or a Physical need.  
 
Development (and Knowle is expecting a 25% expansion in homes through the next Local 
Plan period) risks eroding Pride of Place, making residents more disillusioned with where 
they live. A stronger sense of identity, an improved public realm and a strong, sustainable 
High Street can all mitigate that risk and this project is intended to contribute to each of 
those. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Support 
Please provide evidence of local support or backing for this project. Additional 
documentation should be submitted to support this. Please evidence any support from Local 
Ward Councillors. 
Evidence can include letters, emails, petitions or fundraising efforts. 
 
There is widespread support within the community for the two organisations working in 
partnership to generate community pride by making Knowle a great place to live, ie Knowle 
Society and Visit Knowle. Over 80 of Knowle’s businesses are paying members of Visit 
Knowle and over 2600 individuals are subscribing members of Knowle Society, 
demonstrating the weight of support for their work across the community. This project is 
driven by Visit Knowle but, as the appended letter from Knowle Society shows, has its full 
support. 
 
Knowle and Dorridge Lions is another key village organisation with an active membership 
who contribute many volunteering hours especially with running events and litter picking. 
Their letter of support is appended. They have offered volunteer support to the project. 
 
This project was outlined at a meeting of the B93 Together group, an informal meeting of 
leading, community representing, organisations in the Knowle, Dorridge and Bentley Heath 
area, which gathers to share, comment on and give support to each other’s activities, and 
there was encouragement to proceed with it to improve the key gateway to the area. 
Among those present, as well as Visit Knowle, Knowle Society and the Lions, were 
representatives of Knowle Parish Church, Knowle and Dorridge Rotary, Knowle Royal British 
Legion, Love Knowle Park and Arden Academy. 
 
Confirmation of support from Knowle’s other two Councillors is also appended. Council 
officers in Streetcare, Forestry and Highways are also shown by correspondences in the 
Appendices to be supportive. 
 



 
Council Plan 
Does the Project align with any of the priorities set out within the Solihull Council Plan which 
can be found at https://www.solihull.gov.uk/About-the-Council/The-Council-plan  
 
This project aligns with three Council Plan priorities: 
 

1. Enable Communities to Thrive – this project will be an example of working 
‘differently with local people and communities’ and of a ‘locally responsive and 
community led solution’. As stated above, a key purpose of the project, and the work 
of Visit Knowle, is that local residents ‘take pride in the place they live in’. 

2. Develop and Promote the Borough’s Economy, with a Focus on Revitalising our 
Town and Local Centres – again as stated above, the project is intended to improve 
the welcome to visitors as an element of Visit Knowle’s work to develop the strength 
and attractiveness of Knowle as a destination, to attract more footfall and dwell, to 
develop it as a centre to shop and do business and a ‘sustainable community’. 

3. Enhance our Natural Environment – whilst a modest contribution, the opportunity 
for more planting aligns with this priority, making more of an open space with a 
pleasant place to walk and absorbing some additional carbon at adjacent to a 
location busy with motor traffic. 

 

 

Is your project supported by polices or 
priorities of a neighbourhood plan? 
 

Y (If Yes please provide 
details below)   
                                      YES 

N 

 
This project supports two stated priorities of the Knowle, Dorridge and Bentley Heath 
Neighbourhood Plan in several respects: 
 

1. Protect Green Space and the Environment – Section 5.5 of the Plan sets out the 
strong desire to maintain the local character through the preservation of ‘green 
spaces within and surrounding the village’ including steps to ‘improve footpath 
networks’ and protect ‘the natural environment, particularly trees, landscape and 
ecology’ which the project aims to do with the improvement of a footpath, 
additional planting and an enhanced, volunteer supported, maintenance 
programme for the wider green space.  

2. Protect Employment and Shops – Section 5.7 of the Plan sets out a priority to 
‘protect existing employment sites, promote appropriate opportunities for people 
to work in the area, and maintain the mix, balance and vibrancy of local shopping 
facilities and services’ which the project aims to so through improved appeal of 
this gateway to the village, a contribution to Visit Knowle’s wider work in 
promoting Knowle as a destination. 

 
In doing so, it aligns with three of the Plan’s policies, as follows: 
 

1. Policy VC4: Green Space – This Policy lists, as its Item No 3, the ‘Wychwood 
Roundabout East Corner’, ie the subject of this proposal, as a designated Local 
Green Space to be protected. 









 
There are health and safety risks for volunteers working in minor planting and maintenance roles in 
green spaces but policies and protocols overseen and approved by the Council would be put in place and 
managed in the same way as earlier volunteer work on bulb planting in 2018/9 in the Wychwood area of 
Warwick Road and present volunteer litter picking under Love Solihull are managed. 
 
 

 

 

Certification: 

I confirm the information supplied is accurate to the best of my knowledge. I understand and accept that 
providing deliberate false information could result in Legal action being taken against me and 
withdrawal of funds awarded ☒ 

I confirm I have read and understood Solihull MBC Policy and Engagement Privacy Notice ☒ 

( https://www.solihull.gov.uk/About-the-Council/Solihull-Council-Statement/Economy-and-
infrastructure/Policy-engagement )  

SIGNED:  

ON BEHALF OF: Visit Knowle 




