






 
Project Summary: 
K&DCC has an adopted Club Development Plan, with an integral part being the delivery of a 
redevelopment programme of our Station Road clubhouse. This is to meet the significant 
growth in club membership and cricket usage and need. For example, our membership 
numbers have increased by 25% since 2018. The club has over 500 cricket and social 
members, and over 300 junior members. 
 
The focus of this project is to deliver a modernised ladies toilet facility. This area will be 
transformed to meet modern standard, for example providing new wellbeing facilities and 
boosting the ladies toilet capacity by 50% (from 2 to 4 toilets). The specific need for this 
improvement is to cater for the continued growth in Women’s and Girls’ cricket played and 
the increase of female club members. 
 
The full scope of our wider clubhouse redevelopment programme is to modernise the existing 
building, utilising the existing footprint, to repurpose spaces and modernise facilities offered 
to members and community groups. The delivery of the programme will be conducted in 
phases and consists of: -  

 Repurpose the existing kitchen area into a modern galley-style kitchen. This will allow 
for an expanded clubhouse lounge area - with a new multipurpose 
meeting/community space facility added. 

 Modernised men’s and ladies’ toilet areas, with additional capacity added. 
 Electrical and lightning systems upgrades. 
 Heating system upgrade. 
 New doors and windows to reduce our carbon impact and energy consumption. 

Project Outcomes and Benefits: 

Please explain how your project out comes will benefit communities and how this will be shown after the project is completed. 
 

Project output Project benefits Evidence  
Outputs should be tangible 
deliverables from your 
project. 

How will you know the 
project has been a success? 

How can you provide 
evidence to show this has 
been a success? 

Upgraded ladies toilet area – 
with an additional 50% toilet 
capacity added 

Use of facilities by: -  
Over 70 female cricket 
players 
86 female members 
Over 200 junior parents and 
club guests 

Continued increases in 
female cricket members and 
female club members. 

Expanded clubhouse lounge 
area - with a new 
multipurpose 
meeting/community space 
facility. 

Use of facilities by over 500 
club members. 
22 cricket teams throughout 
the year. 
 

Increase in new members. 
Increase in facility use by 
community group, 
businesses and local 
charities. 

Upgraded power, lighting, 
heating, and service 
infrastructure 

Reducing carbon impact and 
energy consumption. 

Managed yearly energy bills 
and smart meter analysis. 
Kwh reductions  
in electric and gas 
consumption. 



 
 

Mitigating the impact of Development: 
Please explain how your project will support development in the Neighbourhood, this could 
address a Social or a Physical need.  
 
Founded in 1896, Knowle & Dorridge Cricket Club are one of the foremost clubs in the 
Midlands. K&DCC is situated between the ‘villages’ of Knowle and Dorridge on Station Road, 
Dorridge, Solihull, and the second ground is situated on Lugtrout Lane, Solihull.  
 
Our 1st XI play in the Birmingham & District Premier Cricket League - Premier Division - one 
of the strongest Leagues in the country. Our 2nd, 3rd and 4th XI's play in Division 1, 5 and 8 
(Birmingham) in the Warwickshire County Cricket League. On Sundays, we play in the WCB 
Sunday Smash.  
 
Our philosophy is to focus on support for younger people and provide an opportunity to 
thrive and transition into adult cricket participation. Our Club Development Plan long-term 
priorities are to: -   

 Increase adult and junior participation, in particular women’s and girls’ cricket. 
 Improve community engagement.  
 Improve our infrastructure. 

 
Building on the rationale set out in the project summary section, K&DCC provides a successful 
women’s and girls’ cricket programme.  This programme began in 2017 from a zero-sum base 
to 70 female players in 2022. We have teams at U11, 2 x U13, U15, U19 and 2 x Women’s 
Super 8s, and this is set to expand in 2023. 
 
The development of this programme delivers the aims of the England and Wales Cricket 
Board (ECB) ‘Raising the Game’ strategy to increase the number of women and girls’ involved 
in recreational and professional cricket. Nationally, only 15% of cricket clubs have a women’s 
and/or girls’ section. Furthermore, also our programme supports the equity, diversity and 
inclusion (EDI) policies of the ECB, aiming to inspire a whole generation to say that ‘cricket is 
a game for me’. 
 
A number of K&DCC’s under 15s girls have been selected on the Warwickshire County Cricket 
Club’s talent pathway programme, including players from BAME community groups. 
Warwickshire CCC and England international cricketer Issy Wong is a K&DCC player and 
member - having progress through our junior and adult teams to international women’s 
cricket. 
 
We have one of the strongest junior sections in the county; with 24 junior teams (including 
women’s and girls’ teams) and the largest in ECB Allstars programme in Warwickshire. Our 
junior section numbers have grown from 200 (2018) to 350 (2022), clearly demonstrating a 
demand for cricket provision within the Dorridge ward and across Solihull. The provision of 
our junior programmes are helping to reduce health inequalities across Solihull. In 2023, we 
have two under 18 boys in the Warwickshire County Cricket Club’s academy programme and 
two under 18 boys awarded full-time professional cricket contracts. Three of these boys are 
from BAME communities, who travel to access our cricket programmes and facilities from 
Birmingham and Sandwell. 



 
 
We provide both elite and participation cricket and sporting opportunities, with our facilities 
and cricket programmes are accessed by residents living outside the ward of Dorridge and 
across Solihull. We also provide junior and adult cricket opportunities for residents who live 
outside the borough including Birmingham, Sandwell, Worcestershire, and Warwickshire. 
 
We also have a strong community presence, and our clubhouse facility is open all year round. 
We provide an excellence social space for the residents of Dorridge and other adjoining 
wards. Our facility have proved so popular that our membership numbers have increased by 
25% since 2018 and we have won a number of awards.  
 
While the club is a member club, we have an open membership policy, as set out in the Club 
Constitution. Membership of the Club is open to anyone interested in the sport on 
application regardless of sex, age, disability, ethnicity, nationality, sexual orientation, religion 
or other beliefs. We also welcome guests who are CAMRA (The Campaign for Real Ale) and 
The Royal Air Forces Association (RAFA) members. 
 
During 2022, we provided a base for a number of Ukrainian refugee women, providing a 
social space and the opportunity to access softball cricket for the first time. This project was 
recognised for its efforts at the Warwickshire Cricket Board Community Awards.  
 
In summary, there is a clear rationale and need to deliver a clubhouse redevelopment 
programme at Station Road. The increasing scale of our women's and girls' cricket 
programme and usage of our social spaces by club members and wider 
community/charitable groups, requires that we have to deliver a modernised and upgraded 
ladies toilet facility as a matter of priority. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Community Support 
Please provide evidence of local support or backing for this project. Additional 
documentation should be submitted to support this. Please evidence any support from Local 
Ward Councillors.  
 
Evidence can include letters, emails, petitions or fundraising efforts. 

 Support letter from Cllr Ian Courts, Ward Councillor for Dorridge 
 Support letter from Saqib Bhatti, MP for Meriden 
 Support letter from Knowle & Dorridge Rotary Club 
 Support letter from Warwickshire Cricket Board 
 Letter from the England and Wales Cricket Board – confirming £10,000 grant match 

funding for electrical services upgrade. 

Council Plan 
The project supports the council’s vision of “Where everyone has an equal chance to be 
healthier, happier, safer and more prosperous through growth that creates opportunities for 
all” and delivering inclusive growth in the Dorridge ward. The project helps the council to 
deliver its against its inclusive growth outcomes framework, in particular: -  
 
People and Communities 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Is your project supported by polices or 
priorities of a neighbourhood plan? 
 

Y (If yes please provide 
details below) 

 

We are centrally located within the Neighbourhood area and, although located in Dorridge 
ward, we serves the whole of the Neighbourhood Plan area. Therefore, our project support 
the delivery of the vision, objectives, and policies within the Knowle, Dorridge and Bentley 
Heath Neighbourhood Plan (KDBH). The project improves and modernises an existing 
community asset, which is in keeping with the village character of Dorridge and is 
conveniently located relative to sustainable forms of transport. 
 
The Plan identifies a need for improved social facilities for the young (under 18’s) and for the 
elderly to have better access to community – with our project clearly delivering against this 
objective. Our project delivers against specific policies with the Neighbourhood Plan: -  

 Policy ECF3: Protection of Community Facilities and Services – whereby we are 
protecting and improving an existing community facility within KDBH area. 

 Policy ECF5: Recreation, Leisure and Sport – whereby we are continuing to widen the 
range of sporting activity and improve the facilities for outdoor sport in the area.  

 
 
 
 

 K&DCC provides services for local residents and communities groups i.e., a place to 
go, things to do and people to talk to. For example, we have: -   

 Hosted several Marie Curie coffee mornings events. 
 Hosted a Knowle & Dorridge/Stratford Aston Villa Lions charity event – 

raising over £2000 for Acorns Hospice. 
 Hosted a joint children's charity winter coat collection with the Knowle & 

Dorridge Rotary Club, using the clubhouse as the collection point. 
 The modernising of our clubhouse facilities helps to reduce health inequalities and 

promote the wellbeing of Dorridge and Solihull residents, and those in the wider 
WMCA area.  

 K&DCC supports the council’s work to enable communities to thrive – helping 
Dorridge and Solihull residents (and those across the WMCA Area) to live healthier, 
happier, longer lives. 

Economy 
 K&DCC provides access to Dorridge and Solihull residents who wish to use leisure 

activities. 
 K&DCC works with over 20 local businesses, who sponsor the club and use our 

clubhouse facilities.  
 K&DCC employs six people, and we ensure that we have a skilled and healthy 

workforce. 
Environment 

 K&DCC maintains and improves two sports ground in the borough of Solihull. We 
ensure that valued green spaces are available for sporting and community uses. 

 K&DCC are also protecting these spaces for the future. As outlined in the Solihull Local 
Plan and the Playing Pitch Strategy, there are shortage of sports pitches across the 
borough, especially in the rural areas of Dorridge and Knowle. 








