Knowle, Dorridge and Bentley Heath (KDBH) Neighbourhood Forum CIO

PL/2024/00617/PPFL- 1 Avenue Close, Dorridge, Solihull B93 8LB

Demolition of dwelling and garage and erection of one building containing 5
apartments together with new access onto Avenue Road, parking and landscaping.

The Knowle, Dorridge & Bentley Heath Forum (the Forum) has reviewed this application and wishes
to make the following comments on the proposed development.

This house occupies a large corner plot which fronts on to Avenue Road. It is of the same age and
style as the houses in Avenue Close. The Forum notes that an application for side, front and rear
extensions was approved in 2022.

The Forum acknowledges that there is a need for smaller accommodation types within the KDBH area
but is not convinced that this application provides an acceptable form of development.

The key issues for the Forum relate to the scale, massing and relationship of this development to the
neighbouring houses. In this regard, it is lamentable that the applicants have failed to consider the
policies of the KDBH Neighbourhood Plan which forms part of the development plan for this area. Its
policies should be considered as well as the relevant Solihull Local Plan policies and the SPG ‘New
Housing in Context’.

The Forum is concerned that the extent of site coverage and scale of the building required to
accommodate 5 apartments amounts to overdevelopment of the site. This view is reinforced by the
lack of private amenity space and concern over whether adequate car parking will be provided.
Despite attempts to reduce the impact of the ‘subservient rear wing’ it still appears overbearing in
relation to the existing properties in Avenue Close. As a result, the development appears cramped and
is likely to cause overlooking and disturbance to the adjoining occupiers.

The Forum concludes that the density and scale of this development is excessive for the size of plot. It
is therefore not in accordance with Policy D1 of the KDBH Neighbourhood Plan or Policy P15 of the
Solihull Local Plan.

The Forum therefore objects to the proposed development.

Planning Team for and on behalf of
Roger Cook, Chair of Knowle, Dorridge & Bentley Heath Forum

22 July 2024

22/07/2024 1



