Knowle, Dorridge and Bentley Heath (KDBH) Neighbourhood Forum CIO

PL/2024/00325/MINFHO | Retrospective Planning application for front wall and gates
(Resubmission of PL/2023/01434/MINFHO | 168 Station Road Knowle

The Knowle, Dorridge & Bentley Heath Neighbourhood Forum (the Forum) has considered the
documents lodged with this application and has the following comments:

e |tis noted that this is a resubmission of the application numbered PL/2023/01434/MINFHO in
respect of which the Forum had lodged an objection on 30 July 2023 (the Forum’s 2023
Objection).

e The objection was lodged on the basis that the wall was an unsympathetic frontage and
contrary to policies D1 (Character and Appearance) and VC5 (Green Streets) of the
Neighbourhood Plan. The Forum also expressed a concern that the application, which was
being made retrospectively (the original application for works to the property having shown a
retention of the existing hedge), could set an unwelcome precedent.

e The Forum’s position remains as per the Forum’s 2023 Objection; however, it does
acknowledge that the proposal under this application is a more sympathetic frontage but
would be improved if planting was added on the inner side to grow up behind the railings (as
exists elsewhere along this part of Station Road).

e The design drawing submitted references similar railings at 268 Station Road; however, this
should not be treated as a precedent. The installation of the railings to this property pre-
dated the Neighbourhood Plan and Policy VC5. In fact, Policy VC5 was included in the
Neighbourhood Plan partly as a result of the frontage created at this property with the
intention to maintain a predominant green frontage along Station Road. The Forum is also
aware that the permission for 268 Station Road had included a condition for landscaping as
part of the frontage, but this appears to have been overlooked in the discharge of the
condition.

Roger Cook
Chair, Knowle, Dorridge and Bentley Heath Neighbourhood Forum
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