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PL/2025/00888/PPOL: Outline planning application for the erection of 8 house with access 
off Browns Lane - All matters other than access reserved for later approval 
 
Land At The Junction of Browns Lane And Widney Road Bentley Heath Solihull 
 
The Knowle, Dorridge and Bentley Heath Neighbourhood Forum (the Forum) has reviewed 
the documents accompanying this application and notes and comments as follows: 
 

1. Grey Belt: The Forum acknowledges that this application represents a modest self-
contained development on land, which is probably grey belt under the new NPPF/PPG 
guidelines, in that the site does not strongly contribute to the Green Belt and will 
contribute to housing need.  

2. Neighbourhood Plan: Although the Neighbourhood Plan (the NP) is not expressly 
referenced in the Planning Statement, the applicant has met with the Forum to discuss 
the application prior to submission and the Forum is aware the applicant has also 
consulted with the residents within the vicinity of the site. 

3. Green Belt/Landscape Policy: The Forum considers that this site, which is well 
screened and sits close to the  edge of Bentley Heath, does satisfy Policy VC1. 

4. Housing:  Although not a larger site  for the purposes of the NP (the proposed 
development being only 8 units) the Forum notes that the application has regard to 
relevant criteria  under Policy H1: the development looks to sit well within the site; 
with the development comprising ‘self-contained’ the units each having separate 
gardens, driveways; there will be separate site open space and landscaping (being 
retained and additionally created); the site also has good access to the shops and 
services within the Bentley Heath area.  

5. Housing Mix: In terms of the housing mix and Policy H3, it is noted that all the units 
are to be 4-bedroom; the Forum’s only comment is that its preference is for the 
provision of more two/three bedroom units, which would be attractive to down-sizers 
and young families. 

6. Transport: it is noted that the site will be served by the single access off Browns Lane 
and the scale of development should not generate any significant traffic movements; 
the Council will presumably consider whether there is any need for highways 
improvement and secure this by condition as appropriate.  

7. Village Character & Environment: The Forum notes that the applicant intends to retain 
most of the  boundary trees, to undertake additional boundary landscaping and 
provide an enhanced grassland area on site for BNG. The Forum considers that this is 
important requirement (and in compliance with Policy NE1) to protect the area’s 
green character but would comment that it would like to see some further 
landscaping along the boundary with Widney Road, to continue the green character 
along that boundary.  

8. Reserved Matters: it is noted that, save for the access, other matters are to be 
reserved and the Forum will look to see compliance with the NP  in relation the future 
applications, in particular in relation to design and character. 
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In conclusion, the Forum is pleased to confirm its support for this application, which will 
provide additional housing for the area. 
 
KDBH Forum Planning Team  
on behalf of Roger Cook, Chair. 
 
Dated: 10 June 2025 


