Knowle, Dorridge and Bentley Heath (KDBH) Neighbourhood Forum CIO

PL/2025/01194/PPOL

Outline planning permission for up to 145 dwellings, incorporating blue/green
infrastructure, landscape buffering, open space, and associated works, with all
matters reserved except access.

Land Off Gentleshaw Lane Solihull

The Knowle, Dorridge and Bentley Heath Neighbourhood Forum (the Forum)
has reviewed the documents accompanying this application. The Forum
acknowledges that this application relates to a site not within the boundaries of the
Knowle, Dorridge and Bentley Heath Neighbourhood area (KDBH Area), for which
the Forum is a statutory consultee; nevertheless the proximity of the site to the
KDBH Area and the nature of the development the Forum wishes to make the
following comments in respect of the application:

The application site forms part of a critical strategic gap between Solihull and Knowle
which helps maintain the separation of Solihull from the KDBH Area. There is a
need to maintain green wedges along both sides of the M42 in order to prevent
merger of the towns.

Views into the application site are largely screened by perimeter planting / tree belts,
all of which reinforces the impression of separation. However, in places, there are
glimpses of the flat agricultural land within the site

The perimeter planting / tree belts appear to be located on highway land, outside the
applicant’s control. As such, strengthened planting within the applicant’s ownership
will be needed in order to avoid any glimpsed views into the site from Warwick Road
and the M42 slip road and interchange.
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