Knowle, Dorridge and Bentley Heath (KDBH) Neighbourhood Forum CIO

PL/2025/01660/PPOL - Land at 1761 Warwick Road, Knowle.

Outline application, with all matters reserved except for primary access from Warwick
Road, for the demolition of existing business buildings and development of up to 22
dwellings with associated drainage, open space and ancillary infrastructure.

The Knowle, Dorridge and Bentley Heath Neighbourhood Forum (the Forum) has reviewed
the documents accompanying this application and has the comments set out below.

This site first came to the Forum’s attention as a site put forward for residential development
under the earlier 2015 Call for Sites exercise. In this regard, the residents’ survey expressed a
strong preference for a greater number of small Green Belt sites rather than fewer large
Green Belt sites. Although this approach was not adopted by the Council, the site accords
with the preference expressed by residents at that time. In the light of current Government
policy, and given the need to provide more housing in KDBH, and the proximity of the site to
Knowle making it a sustainable location, the Forum supports in principle the use of the site for
residential development.

Further, the Forum has no objection in principle to the proposed development as described in
the documents accompanying this outline application, subject to satisfactory resolution of the
following important matters:

e The need to respect the privacy of the occupiers of those dwellings that overlook
the site;

e The need to avoid material harm to habitats and species of any creatures of
significance (various animals are mentioned by local residents);

e The need to avoid material harm to any historic landscape features of significance,
including remnant ridge and furrow if so categorised;

e The need to protect mature and important trees on the site;

e The need for satisfactory arrangements for the drivers of vehicles exiting the site
and then turning back towards Knowle through the gap in the central reservation.

Neighbourhood Plan

It is noted that the applicant explicitly recognises policies VC1 and VC5 of the Neighbourhood
plan will apply and notes that the application expresses an intent for the site is to “....deliver a
sustainable and visually attractive new bespoke residential development on the southern edge
of the village of Knowle. Not only will it provide a diverse mix of housing, it will establish a
strong sense of place. Inspired by the site’s existing natural characteristics - context analysis
has identified opportunities to celebrate a landscape inspired new housing development,
sensitively integrated into its surroundings..” which would accord with other policies within
the Neighbourhood Plan.
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In the event that this outline application is consented, the Forum will be looking to ensure
that any reserved matters application(s) accord(s) with this statement and the
Neighbourhood Plan - specifically policies VC1, VC5, H1, H3, D1, NE1, T2, T3 and T5.

KDBH Forum Planning Team
on behalf of Roger Cook, Chair.

Dated: 20" October 2025
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