Knowle, Dorridge and Bentley Heath Neighbourhood Forum - Grant
Agreement Annual Report for the year ended 31st March 2026.

Summary

This report details the key activities and related spend of the Knowle, Dorridge
and Bentley Heath Neighbourhood Forum covering the grant period from 1st April
2025 to 315t March 2026. Draft Charity Commission Accounts for the period 1st
April 2025 to 31st March 2026 are also provided for information.

The Forum is currently funded by NCIL monies in an agreement that lasts until
March 2028. This has put the Forum on a more positive financial footing and
enabled us to deliver more for the KDBH community we serve whilst always
remaining conscious of the costs involved in everything we do. We have been
very active on planning matters as the last year has seen developers submitting
many housing schemes throughout KDBH.

Forum Activities

In the last year the Forum has appointed a new Chair. Nigel Moore has replaced
Roger Cook. Roger did a lot of good work over a number of years and the
neighbourhood has lost a champion.

We applied to the council for re-designation, as the Forum was last designated in
October 2020 and lasts for 5 years. The Council renewed the designation for a
new 5 year term on 27 November 2025.

Neighbourhood Plan Update

The Knowle, Dorridge and Bentley Heath Neighbourhood Plan was ‘made’
(adopted) in April 2019. This followed a process of formal examination (and a
referendum) in the preceding months. As some of the policies were drafted a
couple of years before the examination we felt it appropriate to consider whether
the policies were still up to date.

The Forum’s team reviewed all 28 policies. Whilst some could certainly be
changed when a major update takes place; but for the most part, only
typographical corrections, changed references and other minor alterations were
needed.

A review report was submitted to Solihull Council suggesting that because the
changes were minor, no examination or referendum will be needed. Formal
recognition from the Council is awaited before the updated policies can be used
to help determine planning applications.

Planning

A dedicated Planning Group has been established to review all KDBH planning
applications and prepare and submit formal responses to the Council Planning
Department on all the more significant and major planning applications directly
affecting KDBH. We have been involved in 11 major housing proposals in the



last year.

The Forum submits detailed representations to the Planning Department and in
addition, a Forum representative has addressed the Committee on behalf of the
community at several meetings.

Meetings have been held with residents, key stakeholders, including developers,
agents and councillors to press for proper and due consideration of the
Neighbourhood Plan. This work continues with senior officers in the Planning
Department.

SMBC ‘Issues and Options’ Consultation

The Forum has responded to the Council’s consultation on its “Issues and
Options” paper (see February Newsletter). This is all part of the Council’s
preparations for the Local Plan Review, the submission of which is planned for
December 2026.

In all, the Council posed 49 questions on a variety of topics. In addition to
answering the questions, the Forum has put forward views on what the Plan
should contain. These include:

e Setting a realistic ‘*housing requirement’ figure for KDBH;

e Designating ‘strategic gaps’ that will help protect our Green Belt and separate
KDBH from surrounding towns and villages;

e Ensuring that contributions are in place to fund necessary infrastructure - such as
schools and healthcare.

e A requirement to respect the character and appearance of the town.

NPPF Review

The Forum’s planning team has responded to the Government’s consultation on
proposed changes to the National Planning Policy Framework (Forum Newsletter,
January 2026). Points of interest include:

e the role and purpose of Neighbourhood Plans;

¢ the avoidance of a free-for-all at motorway junctions when considering freight and
logistics developments;

e the overriding importance of an area’s character and appearance when formulating
policy and taking decisions;

e concerns about the assessment of ‘grey belt’ land;

e the need for proposed improvements to infrastructure (health, traffic etc) to be
deliverable and timely; and

e the need to change the criteria when assessing impacts on the local highway
network.

10 Point Plan

On the back of the Council’s ‘Issues and Options’ consultation, the Forum has
prepared a 10-point action plan. The aim is to influence the Council on the
content of the Local Plan Review. The Forum wants councillors to take
immediate steps to influence the shape of the Local Plan Review which we
believe needs to happen as soon as possible, otherwise it will be too difficult to
change direction.

The Forum has sent the 10-point plan to all members of the Council’s Cabinet,



the CHP Climate Change & Planning Decision and the Planning Committee.

Website

Following the receipt of NCIL funding the new ‘refreshed and updated’ website
went live in February 2025. The revamp has been well received with over 3,700
users in the year. It is now very easy for residents to engage with us, use and
find helpful information as well as providing a number of useful new features and
functionality including:
« Our purpose & what we do for Knowle, Dorridge & Bentley Heath
communities
- Planning information including major plans such as Hampton Road (KN1)
and Arden Triangle (KN2)
- The latest planning applications within Knowle, Dorridge and Bentley
Heath
- Copies of planning responses submitted by the Forum Planning Group
» Our Neighbourhood Plan
- Updates on Solihull Council's Local Plan
- Information on applications for Neighbourhood Community Infrastructure
Levy (NCIL) Funds
« Useful links including how to report a problem to Solihull Council, Solihull
Council's planning portal, your local Member of Parliament and local
organisations
« Our latest news and topical updates

Newsletters

As promised last year the KDBH Neighbourhood Forum have been sending out near

monthly newsletters throughout the year. We have circa 1500 people on the mailing
list and typically >60% of recipients open the newsletter. This shows the interest in

the Forum’s work at this vital time.

Social Media

The Marketing and Communications expert we appointed on a part-time
basis is helping us to deliver a different approach to engaging with our
residents and members in a consistent and effective manner particularly on
Facebook. This has already proved invaluable and we have carried out 2
surveys of residents to give us knowledge of aspects important to the
locals. We are hoping to do much more next year.

Community Engagement

In addition to the new website we have appointed a Marketing and
Communications expert on a part-time basis to ensure we can deliver a
professional approach to engaging with our residents and members in a
consistent and effective manner across all social-media platforms; website,
newsletters, email, Facebook etc. This has already proved invaluable.

We were invited to give a presentation on the work of the Forum and latest
planning updates at the DDRA AGM.

The Forum has a stall at the 750™ Anniversary of Knowle event. We look forward
to the opportunity to engage with all the visitors throughout the day to explain



the work of the Forum as well as discuss the major developments of concern
expressed by residents. We feel it is very important at this time to clearly
demonstrates the increased level of interest action and input the Forum has
made in recent local planning matters.

Neighbourhood Community Infrastructure Levy (NCIL) Funding

The Forum has continued in its role to provide guidance, assistance and engagement
with organisations wishing to submit NCIL funding applications. This year Knowle was
awarded £96,601 under the scheme. It is pleasing to note that many of the
organisations who were bidding for funds have been in contact and held discussions
with us. The outcome is awaited.

Looking Forward

There is a commitment in the Neighbourhood Plan NP to undertake regular
monitoring in order to test the effectiveness of its policies and to identify any
necessary amendments. We are preparing the third monitoring report to cover
the period April 2024 to March 2026.

We are anticipating a busy year of planning activities given the number of major
housing schemes still to go through committee and the SMBC Local Plan.

We are anticipating we might hold a number of public meetings to keep
residents informed and where necessary commission professional reports and /
or surveys on important matters of local concern e.g. transport, health, senior
housing need etc.

Nigel Moore
Chair, Knowle, Dorridge and Bentley Heath Neighbourhood Forum

10 June 2026



